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To the Printers.
.GENTLBMEN, :

HEREAS Tam now under fentence of death ifi

3 the City-Hall of Albany, for having as it is'fup«_-

poled, counterfeited the currency of this province 5 and
having [crutinized my confcience, which beareth witnefs
to the truth of what 1 thali now deliver, of my own free
;vil‘l. which I hope will be publithed according to my de-
Ire. ’ '

If T wereto write the whole of my tranfactions they
- would fill a large volume ; butin this my journal, I only

mean te give a concife and true narrative of my proceed-
# ¥ T ' (4 5 L
G0gF: o e ; LR P8

T wag'barn in Conneéticut, ata place called Gréton;
near New-LLondon, in the Year 1720, My parents'were -
reputable people, who, both by example and precept.
eadeayoured to inculcate principles of virtye and henor
.in me.  From my youth I have been an admirer of the
eperations of mature, and neves dé’:{:ﬁcd"‘frdij chﬁairﬁ)g’-
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into any thing that I thought an arcanum until I had ob- 1
tained fome idea of it, my thirlk after knowledge being =
infatiable. 4;

When I arrived at the twenty fecond year of my age,
my inclination prompted me to vifit the fouthern colo-
nies, I traveled into Virginia, where I refided near fixteen
years : The principal part of my bufinefs was curing
cancers ; of thisarc I may juftly call myfelf mafter,as T
have cured every fpecies of them except the fanguine
cancer, and even that fome times wkhen the blood was |
not too much infe@ed. I underftand the feperation of
metals, and was often called upon to examine minerals,
In Virginia, Colonel Chefwell, who had lead mines, em- *
ployed me to work upen lead and copper ore He died,
aad Colonel James Bird, who became fole ‘owner of the °
mines,declined having them worked. From thefe works,
which are fituate at a place called New-River, near the
line which divides North Carolina from Virginia, I went
to Dan River, which I croffed and came to a place called
Salifbury,in Roan county, North-Carolina.  After [pend- .
ing a few days there I fteered my courfe soMeclinburgh,
which lies upon the Calava River. This feemed to be
a govd place for my bufinefs 3 and, as the county was R
young and the court houfe then building, I refolved to
make that the place of my refidence.

Havine agreed for my board and lodging, and being
informed that feveral perions in the nieghbourheod wer 1
afli&ed with cancers, I publithed an advertifement, the
purport of whieh was, that I would undertake to cure
them, and if 1did not fucceed, no money fhould be dc-1
manded. Thishad the defired effect, for in a few days
1 had feveral patients. o
! Tug firft that I cured was Colonel Lewifon, of a can-
cer in hus lip; the fecond, the Widow Canada, whohad &
been grievoully afflifed for four years with a cancer near
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_ her nofe ; the next was one James Mac, he had been
diftrefled with a cancer for wpwards of twenty two years,
and was, indeed, a miferable fpectacle to look wpon ;
three months elapfed before Icould cure him. 1 can-
not forbear relating an incident that happened to this
_ man while he was my patient : After 1 caufed the can-

cer to fall out, and the place nearly healed, a ecow broke
into his corn-field which put him in a violent paffion ;
hel oaded a piltol almoft full with powder and falt, went
" into the field to frighten the cow, and fnapped the piftol
feveral times, but it miffing fire, he held it carelefsly in
his hand ; however, fome fparks having remained in the
pan, it went off at a time when hedid not expe& it ; the
- cock flew up, cut his under hp two thirds off, ftruek
through his nofe, and broke vp the cancer 1 I wasoblig-
ed to few his lip and heal that wound, which required
nearly as much time as the cancer had done. This hap-
pened in Tryom County, near Broad River, that falls in-
to Santee on the fouth border of North-Carolina.

In that country I became acquainted with feveral gen-
tlemen, who defired me to make their houles my home,
when I came near them; they declared it fhould not coft
- me any money if [ would tarry with them all that winter.
—1 accepted their kiad invitation ; and, as ] underftand
watch work, I conftantly employed myfelt at that bufi-
nefs, unlefs when called abread.

« I that firuation I remained feveral years, but having
a ftrong defire to vifit my brethren in New-England, I
made application to my patients, and got in part of the
money they owed to me; thofe who could not pay I
did not diltrefs, ner would I accept of any reward from
thofe perfons who required my help and were in low cir-
cumftances, be'ng always apprehenfive thatif I accepted
a fee it might difenable them to provide neceffaries for
their children ; nor did Tturn awaypoér people who appli-
ed to me for help. but conftaatly exerted my abilities far
their ruiief. A WhiLg
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‘remarkabie event happenedin my travels unul 1 came to.
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 Waice 1 réemained in North Carolina, at the houfe of
R gentleman who was a Juftice of the pedce, there came’
‘& poor woman driving a cow before her ; my landiord *
€nquiring where fhe was driving the cow, fhe anfwered, =
{o the do@or, that it was the laft (he had, and that her
children muft now be deprived of milk.I afked what was
“her diforder 5 fhe replied a cancer in her nofe ; 1 defired
to fee ir, and to know how long fhé had been in‘the doc-
tor’s hands; fhe faid (to the belt of my remembrance) a
year or a year and a half. My landlord informed me that |
the was a poor widow who lived about four miles diftang
‘from his houle ; that her name was Clark, and thar fhe' |
had agreat many poor naked children. © My heart then' &
felt/a melting chanty for the diftrefied widew :—I told §
her, that with the affiftarce of God, [ would cure her,and’ |
defired her call upon . me when fhe'returned from the
“doftor.  She complied, and I applied my medicine, and
_told her, that by the time the got home the cancer would'
drop out, which accordingly happened, and in lefs than'
“three weeks fhe was perfeétly cured.  The poor creatuje
was willing to give me all fhe had in the world, but I
would accept of nothing ; for God gave me the cure,
not to opprefs widows, or make fatherle(s ehildren cry
for bread, but to, releive the offlited ; and this duty *
cortefponds with my natural difpefition. =0 7

In the month of September, 1770, 1 began my jour-
ney iato from North.Carolina, to New-England. No

Wyoming,.on Sulguehanna, where I found feveral of my
relations,but we did not know each other till T told them
my,name 3 then they remembered that they had heard
their fathers fpeak of me.  Upon the rosd to Wyoming,
1 had obtaned 1ntelligence that a company of Pennfyl- |
vanians were coming to drive off the fectiers there ; and,
as ] always was 2 'over of my countrymen, I warped |
them, of the approaching danger. T
" Az Wyoming L continued with my relations four days,

T ; ; : and
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- and the pgo’cceded on my fouraey to Delaware Riw"i iy

 theré | was informed that Caprain Ogden and his”

papy -had marched ta Eat-Town, aftcr‘havinsi;
“wait for fome time  to intercept fuch” New-Enolas

pietas mighe pafs between Sufquebanna and D

Ja.d. There wasa man and a woman with

maa’s name was John Wickifine, we were

and réfolved not tobe impofed npon whate¥™

theevent, We went on unmolefted, cameien &

Ferry, and crofled Hudfon-River, we travelled on .
poft road until we arrived at De Bois’s Tavern, thet
we continued two days, as my companion Wickifihe
wanted to hiré a houfe for himfelf and family, butthe
landlord and thim couaid not agree upon the terms. At
" this Tavern'd met with ode Dod&or Smith, he informed ™~
me that he lived near Groton River, ‘and that he had
“been at New-York upon affairs of importance : He was
a man of affability -and a good orator ; we entered into
anaryument, and I found him to be a man of fenfe'and -~
learved 1o the fciences. T was fo charmied with his dif-
courles upon philofophy,that f could have {gent the re-
mainder of my days with him : He defired ‘me to ride

along with bim, T'complied, and the fubie@ of cur con= =

" verfation was nacure, the produflions of nature, and the
primacy cadfes of fuch furprifing effedts. - The Do&tor
conduéicd me to his own houfe, which was a tavern, and
there [16dized thatnight : Durisg the evening we talk-
cd about various matters, but nota word was mentioned
abouc counterfeiting moncy.  Among other things oue
coaverfation turned- upon the tranfmutation of metalss
the Do&or told e that he was mafter of that art, buc”
that his exter live pradtice of phyfick would not permi
him to prufecute his difcoveries in aichymy. T inform:
ed him that [ intended to begin a courfe of experiments -
if 1 could gec a coaveaient place tocarry it on the pro-
cefs : IHe recommended me to Capt. Hardof New-Mill-
ford who, he faid, had for feveral years been carrying
" @4 operations of that natuie, e
1 Havivg
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G taken leave of Dotor Smith, I proceeded

“Killford, enquired for Capr. Hard,and was very

received by him ; Ifound him' to be a gen-

# honor and mtegnty, and I had 2 vcry cor-
him, **

pained long there wntil I received a vifig

nith ;' he rcqueﬂcd that [ would cut his

rens,which hc told me he wanted to put into bis

s.and gave mea puccdcm that was done inEnglaid.

- cut the plate and fent it” to him by one David Thar,

whom he fert to receive it ; foon a‘ter theDoétor favour-
ed me with another vifit, ind afigr 3’ long prefatory dif-
courfe, informed me that he wanted more work done,and
that if I would takeitin hand' to execute it ] fhoul'd be
'nandfomcly rewarded. I enquired ‘what he 'wanted en-
graved,' he {did he would fhow me a pattérn, "and foon
-after brought me'a ten fhilling bill and agked 'if I could
imitate it;1 anfwered him in the affi-mative, but told him
ldidnot chooic to do fuch wérk;! ‘being then engaged 'in
phllo!ophlc ftudies: [ rcprcfented to him che enormiry
of the crime, and endeavoured 1o difiade him from pet-

‘fifting in it : his reply was, that the great men aie gu:hy
of grearer fraods,; apd - that for his part be did not mean
to enrich bimfelf by emitting a larc ¢ namber of bills, his
priocipal motive being carmﬁty to know how near he
<ould imitate the true bill” Ttold him it was impe fiible
todoit fo exal as not to be diltinguithable from the
genuine bill : He'faid thst a linle difference was not
materia}, with (undry other words to thav effc@.’ Capt.

Hard, underftanding his errand, gave him a fharp re-

primand, and toid me thar if 1 worked for the Do&or
1 thould not flay one hourlonger in hishoufe: | p"omlf-
ed that I would net, but one word brought on another,
we differed, and I left him.—Oh ! unhappy day '—for
" having no cverfeer to watch for my good I mer again
with Mr. Smith 3 who taking advamtage of my wcek
capacity, debauched my judgment thh foph:ttical rea-
omng ax.d aaae meerr. - - 0 Anxwus
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Anxiowvs to improve myfelf by philofophic ftudies,

naturally inclined to learning, remarkably inquifitive a-

Bout the fecrets of narure and fcience, I travelled to Sa-
ratoga, with an intention to fet up my works; and ac-
cordingly built a fhop for that purpole at the houfe of
John Davis. I agreed wish Capt. Garrifon to bring me
- ftills, glafies, and other materials from New-York. When
thefe things arrived I prepaired to begin my operations,
but a mifunderftanding happening between the woman
of the houfe and me, Irefolved te leave that place.

I went down to New-Britain, but it being the wintes
feafon and the cold very intenfe, I could net eret my
works, but embraced that opportunity to tranfcribe my
philofophy book, which I did at the houfe of Samuel
Wheelex” * 3 _

AsI underftood that Do&or’ Whiting kept potters
works, and having occafion for fome earthen fills, I went
to his houfe and gave him directions about them ; it re-
quired fome time before they eould be finithed, and in

the interim I employed myfelf in preparing medicines

at Samuel Wheeler’s houfe.

I went again to Dotor Whiting’s, expelting my ftills
were doné, but found they were not.  This circumftance
retarded  my bufinefs, ‘and becaufe I applied clofly to
my ftudies and fpent the greateft part of my ume in my
- ‘hop, 4 report was circulaied abopt the country thatf
‘was cous.terfeiting bills and coining money. 1 declare,
before God ! that the faid report, was falje ! for I did
not make nor offer to pafs any bad money, nor never
bad any thoughits on that fubjec. = Confcious of my in-
nocence, I gave myfelf no trouble about their furmifes,
until I heard that they had applied for and obtained 2
‘warrant, either at Kinderhook or Clavarack, againft me.
‘This made me very unealy and confirmed my determi-
nation of abandoning a place where the people were {o
cenforious and malicious, AR I then

A




* . but;if the word of a dying man tan be ‘taken, L am in-
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I thea refolved uponareclufe way of life a:ndg‘gg.?ts% ;
ho"ﬁ'fe‘ in\a:’fglimry ‘place, wﬁ'cr'e'i.mcndcé" to cafry on' oty
“chymital procefs 5, but having made 2o excutfion from
my habBitation, T niet willibne Huibure who informed *
me that he had been long feerching far me, and that he' &
was employed by Dan el Lewis of Sheffied. "

Wt n he zcquainted me with bis pufinefs, I toldhim &
that nothing could induéé me to be concerned “in hi's"f
Schéme’; “that being now an &ld man, ‘and my eye-light "
much decayed, T had given over engriving nice work y°
and that being then engaged in other bufinefs, I had
helther timeé nor 1nclination to comply with his requifid- =

or¢’ bathe pertifted o Perfiade dnd mike ‘me arge %

offers. -
1 am now tried, convited and condemned, on firfpicis
on of having counterfeited the currency of this province ;

ndéent of the crime imputed to'me: T pever did make, - |
fign or palg’tounteifeit Bi'ls 5 nor had I any had \n'the
~fcheme further than what [ have related, In my mianper ' =

g living Yalways ‘fudied 'not (o give, offence, even (o

Children; and as I practiced no deceit, it never occured |
to me that others would ofeit.. In the days profperity
Gold and Silver was not too precious for me ; but no
fooner did adverfity appear, than thofe whom I former-
ly imagined to be my beft friends, having obtained the'r, -
¢nds and glutted their mifchevious appeuites 3 thcyvfi
compafledd me aboue hke ‘a troubled fez, and having the &
pofon of afps under their tongues they have done their |
“urmoft todeflroy their fellow creztures in hopes to cieil,’:'
~their own eharallers. ~ Alas ! the frongell.caltle may be
taken when befieged by foperior force ; and if aman 19
affa led by large offes and infinuation, it is not furprifing,
it he furrenders, elpecially if b's poverty and good natuie
- are taken the advantage of. By over pecluzfion 1 engrays;
- ed, to g\ggtify ghpfg: ,"\‘i,?ﬁo“ are now cleared a0d have, gof
EaN , . ¥w 5 3 u‘:~.;_‘., y‘) !he;‘
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:hexr pardon, but irplainly appearih that I never coined,
difperfed, nor paffed one penny of bad money ; butit
feems that [ mult: be an  Eftape Goar'to bear their tranf=
greflions into the other world. Lorp ftrengthen me o

‘bear their burden in this world, and be mcruful 1o my 3

foul in that whxch is to come. - 3

Asit is appomted for all menonce to die, and it feems
that the time of my difivlution draweth near, I defire
that thefe my tranfaétions may be pubh{hed for the fatiss.
fattion of the public ; for thar reafon, Meflis. Printers, 1
have fent thefe manufcripts to you ; print them with all

»  convenientripeed, and you will greatly oblige your hum-
ble fgrvant, " ° £+ . JOSEPH BILL P----,

Crt] -Hall, Albany, March 9, 173 3

%Ng.
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. Meflirs. ROBERTSONS,
S]NCEI wrote the preceeding pages, I have recolleo-

ted the following material occurrences of my Life,
which you will be pleafed to add asapoftfcript to whatl
fo. metly fent. 1 would moft willingly communicate my
recipe for curing cancers to the world, but IThave very
flrong reafons, to be filent oa that topic; I am very for-
ry that this is the cafle, for, notwithitanding the hard-
fhips put upen me, my heart is warm with univerfal
good will and benevalence to my fellow creavures,

1 am, s
B L

“a4
Gentlemen,

City-Hall, Albany, 1/% your's, &c.

March 16, 1773. j R Wiy

POSTSCRIPT.

" FN thecourfe of my peregrinations through Virginia, 1
came to a certain gentleman’s boufe which I mede my

. bome for upwards of four years. During that time I
ecame acguainted with one of Lis daughters, und at loft we
‘ghought proper, and indeed it was bigh time, tomarry; ac-
cordingly we entered into the commubial Rate.  About balf @
year after, my wife and e beld a confultation upon the pollure
of onr affairs 5 and, after a good deal of confabulation, we
eoncluded that living with ber parentsdid not [uit our conveni-
ence. Ipropofedio goand feek a place thas wsuld be more
erable t6 us, and ebjerved to my wife, that as 1 bad two
goadborfes, [z might, if [be pleafed, take a ride alomg with

me; 3
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the acquiefed, and,baving made [ome neceffary preparations for
eur journey, we [zt off tagetber.

We rode about eighty miles up into the country, and came te
@ quaker fettlement catled Opecben Creek, where we put up ar
a triend’s beufe; the gentleman was xtremely civil, and we
difeourfed very jocofely together. He akked where we were
Journeying :—we anfwered, to [eck cur fortune, and enquired
if they wanted to bire a School-mofler at that fettlement ? He
jaid they did, and would be very fond of a good cne.  Hisreply
pleafed me exceeding well,and we determined te abide with them
the freinds being a very good people to live with, efpecially if
they find that thole whom they employ are bonelt and bave
merit.

I engaged with them a year. Tkey built a boufe for me
and my wife, and a fchool- boufe adiacent.  VWhen the build-
‘ings were finifked, the brothers and (itters, as they call them,
prefented us with every utenfil neceflary for boufe kecping.
We then made as refpefiable an appearance as any of our
neighbours. I opened my [cheol, went on extvaordinary well,
and had the univerfal applaufe of my conflituenis.

GenerALBRr ADDOCKs defeat bappening about four montbs
after our [ettlement ut Opecben, threw a damp upos our bap-
pinels 3 I was in my fchool boufe when the [ad news arriveds
the whole [ettlement was alarmed, being apprebenfive that the
villors would follow their blow and ravage the country with
Sfire and fword, I Rill continued my fcbool, but, in about twe
months after, the murder (bout was beard i w our neigbbour-
bood 5 numbers of people were killed and fcalped,and the mifer-
able fugitives who efsaped with life were at a lofs where to
fly for prosection b At laft I was obliged to abandon wy bappy
Jettlement, and, with my wife, repair to a fort ; ibere we re-
mained near 1wo months, but the place being much crouded, by
the multitnde who came there for profellion  and we bavisg
our two borfes with us, made it very incemodicus for usve
Jlay there. My wife and me came 1o a refolusion te lm'vef tie

el X ' ord
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Sort, and not choojing 1o fesslc again in a couniry fo opn taf
incurfions of a mercilefs enemy, we prepared for a journzy inf
the province of Pennfylvania 3 we ‘arrived [afe there, rente
@ room, and Irejumed my praéiice of [urgery and curing can-

€ers., . Lbad [urprifing good fuccels, and obtained the name of

an experiénced pratlitioner in phyfic, but the tide of fortune a-
gain turned and et bard againft me I catcbed the infeélion
of the fmall-pox; the eruption was copious and the fymioms
wery unfavourable. I entrmred my wife to leave my roem
and keep at a.difiance [rom.me but ber tendernels for me would
uol permit ber to comply with my requefl. I was ander vio-

lent apprekentions, that i /beg“ infetled, in the condition fhe |

wwas then in, that the conlequence would be fatal.  Alas! my
smaginary difire(s was very foun realized s fbe fickened, thé
pullles appeared, and on the fixteenth day of ber illnefs, to my

imexpreffible gricf, expired.

Ihad a boy three years of age, who was dangeraujlj ill of
the fame difiemper that bad been fatal to bis motber 5 at the
fame time, I was not fulficiently recovered 1o .quit my bed ;5 my
Sityation was truly pitiable, I was fick, dejecled, and Jorlorn,
among frangers; mycxpeuce for attendance, nurling, and in-
deed I may [ay for every ihing, amsanted to a comliderabls
fum and T was then in a place wmrejomelbmg could not be
M fvr natbing. <

Upron my recovery I prcpomd 1o wifit my old Jriends the
.Quaker:, but bearing that times were altered, much for the

worfe.in their fettlement, I declinedit. Having agreed with

an old welch widow for my boy’s board and lodging, I continued
wry pratlice of lurgery. and bad tolerable fuccefs . As foonas
wty boy was able-togo, 1 [en: bim 4o fmaol and. b;became a
werygood [cholar———I fervenily implore the Amrgbty 10 pre-
ﬁn e, govern and blefs bins.

" Tup'War ftill continuing, I was, by the recommenda-

tion of feveral gentlemen who, jnterefled themfelves in
my behalf, appointed furgeon’s mate 1o the garrifon of

- Aguoftag there I continued vatil a. .detachment of our

wmea weredraughted to go. againft Forr Du Quefne;
por principal doétor weat wich them, but before his de-
geure he wrote to the comm'fioeers in my behalf,
hout wnforming me of the favour he had cenferred
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© upon me. In confeqdence ‘of his recomendation I was -+
- fent for to Philadelphia, and there received a commiffion _ K
" to be cheif furgeon tothe garrifon of Augulta; atthe el
fame time I got a cheft of medicings ard then went back
.to my ftation, where I continued feven years. At the
conclufion of the war I was difcharged at Lancafter, in
Pennfylvania: Being then ocur of «mployment, 1 went
' down to Virginia to vifit my fatherin law, and continu-
. ed in thefe parts. My tranfaltons, afier that time, I
bave mentioned in my Journal, to which I refer the rea-
_der hereof.
» “ T would willingly write 2 more minute decail of the va-
riovs viciflitudes of my hfe ; which would make a large
volume, but my time is much too fthort for fuch an uon-
‘dertaking ; if I could obtain a Reprieve for two months,
the work might be finihed: , What time I can fpare,
from my more weighty concerns, fhall be devated to the
“above purpofe ; and if my fentence 1s execured, at the
time appointed, I fhall leave what manpferipts I have, in
the kands of the Printers hereof.
When from this World T rake my Flight,
To Fields and Regions of Delight ; _
My cruel Foes need not Exult, Iy
For they’ll be punifh’d for their Faule, :
And thofe who bronght on my Diftrefs,
Will never Tafte of Happinefs ;
Sunk in Defpair and loft to Hope,. .
Their only. Remedy’s 2 Rope. o,
Me quite unwary, for ¢ :
Put Charafter and Life tg/Srake ;
Deceiv’d, I did the Law ffanfgrefs;
.. Words cannot utter my Diftrefs,
1 from a Brother afk’d relief,
He only laughed at my Grief ; ~ :
Oh ! may no Brother in Diftrefs; B
Be forc’d to afk of him Redrefs ! 3
To Blifs they can have no Pretence,
Whofe [Heart difclaims Benevolence
 To me the Needy welcome wers, 3 ’
- 1 gave them what I had to {pare. 2

3
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